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Vision & Intent 

Vision 

Our school vision for pupils is for them to be Joyful & Equipped to Succeed & Serve. Teaching and learning in History plays a part in that vision. History can give our pupils a sense of  identity 

and a way to situate themselves in local, national & global narratives. History can give pupils the knowledge they need to understand why the world looks the way that it does, and the 

skills to analyze and evaluate sources of information. History can help to challenge misconceptions about other cultures or ways of life; show how injustices are overcome; build a shared 

understanding with communities beyond our own.  

Intent 

We encourage and develop the following characteristics to support the children in becoming historians: 

• An excellent knowledge and understanding of people, events and contexts from a broad range of historical periods from around the world and significant events in Britain’s past; 

• The skill of being able to think critically about history and then communicating any ideas confidently; 

• The ability to support, evaluate and challenge their own and others’ views using historical evidence from a range of sources (which they are also able to study objectively); 

• To be able to think, reflect, debate, discuss and evaluate the past by developing their own questions to investigate; 

• A respect for the past and historical evidence which they are able to use to support their learning; 

• A passion for embracing challenging activities across a range of historical topics, including research that is of a high-focus; 

• A sense of curiosity about the past and how and why people interpret the past in different ways.  

Implementation 

We will use the following approaches in our teaching of History: 

• A minimum of 1 hour teaching each week in each class in History. 

•  Teach specific key vocabulary for pupils to use, modelled by the staff;  

• Lessons which are closely linked to the History Skills & Knowledge Progression , ensuring progression and depth of knowledge and skills;  

• Cross-curricular learning and activities to support subject knowledge in different situations e.g. English, Maths, DT, Science and Art; 

• Questioning and to support learner’s knowledge; and to encourage pupils to apply their learning in an open manner that creates discussion and debate within class; 

• Trips and opportunities such as experts who enhance the learning experience for the pupils.  

Impact 

We will assess the impact of the curriculum by: 

• A reflection on standards achieved against the planned learning objectives; 

• Pupil discussions about their learning 

• Marking and feedback to further inform planning 



Key Stage 2 Long Term Plan 

 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

 

 

Year 1 

Changes in Britain  

From the Stone Age to the Iron Age 

 

 

Effects of Settlement : 

Anglo Saxons, Vikings and Scots 

Diversity: Migration 

 

Ancient Greece: 

 Life, achievements and its legacy 

 

 

 

Year 2 

Early Islamic Civilization 

A study of Baghdad 

 

 

Enquiry: 

How did the civilization of Egypt wax and 

wane?  

 

The Roman Empire  

and its Impact on Britain 

Diversity: multicultural Romans 

 

 

 

Year 3 

Changes in Britain  

From the Stone Age to the Iron Age 

Fi 

British History Beyond 1066—First Railways  

Effects of Settlement : 

Anglo Saxons, Vikings and Scots 

Diversity: Migration  

 

Ancient Greece: 

 Life, achievements and its legacy 

 

 

 

Year 4 

The Blitz:  

All we need to know about WW2? 

Diversity: of service; role of women 

 

Ancient Egypt: 

Beliefs 

 

The Roman Empire  

and its Impact on Britain 

Diversity: multicultural Romans 

 



KS1 Long Term Plan 

 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

 

 

Year A 

Events beyond living memory that are 

significant nationally or globally:  Battle 

of Hastings & Bayeux Tapestry — 

Chronology: Castles, Kings & Queens 

 

Suffragettes: Emily Davison 

& Emmeline Pankhurst  

Chronology: Women’s Rights 

Victorians:  

Significant individuals: Isembard King-

dom Brunel 

Locally significant people and events: 

Settle-Carlisle Line & John Sydney 

Crossley 

Chronology: Transport &  

Inventions 

 

 

 

Year B 

Explorers—Comparing Lives: 

Christopher Columbus &  

Chronology: Writing 

Globally significant individuals: 

Mary Seacole. 

Chronology:  Race & Opportunity 

Changes in Living Memory: 

How has Dentdale changed? 

How do children play? 



Curriculum Map:  History Dent Church of England Primary School 

Strands KS1 LOWER KEY STAGE 2 UPPER KEY STAGE 2 

  Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

C
h

ro
n

o
lo

gy 

Sequence events in their life. 

Sequence photos from different 

periods in their life.  

Describe memories of key events 

in their lives. 

Sequence events in their life. 

Sequence photos from different 

periods in their lives. 

Match objects to people of differ-

ent ages. 

Sequence artefacts closer togeth-

er in time. 

Place the time studies on time 

line.  

Sequence several events or arte-

facts.  

Use dates and terms related to 

the topic and the passing of time. 

Place events from the period 

studied on a time line. 

Use terms relating to the period 

and begin to use date events. 

Understand more complex terms 

e.g. BC AD. 

Use relevant terms and period 

labels.  

Place current study on a time line 

in relation to other studies. 

Sequence up to ten events on a 

time line. 

Know and sequence key events of 

time studied. 

Relate current studies to previous 

study. 

Make comparisons between differ-

ent times in the past. 

Use relevant date and terms. 

Sequence events on a timeline. 

R
an

ge an
d

 d
ep

th
 o

f h
isto

rical 

kn
o

w
led

ge
 

Drama – why people did things in 

the past. 

Find out about people and events 

in other times. 

Drama – develop empathy and 

understanding. 

Sequence artefacts and explain 

similarities/differences. 

Drama – why people did things in 

the past.  

Find out about people and events 

in other times. 

Drama – develop empathy and 

understanding. 

Find out about everyday lives of 

people in times studied and com-

pare to our lives today. 

Identify reasons for and results of 

people’s actions. 

Understand why someone may 

have wanted to do something. 

Identify key features and events. 

Use evidence to reconstruct life in 

time studied. 

Identify key features and events. 

Look for links and effects in time 

studied. 

Offer reasonable explanation for 

some events. 

Compare life in early and late 

times studied. 

Write another explanation of a 

past event in terms of cause and 

effect using evidence to support 

and illustrate their explanation. 

Know key dates, characters and 

events of time studied. 

Study different aspects of lives of 

different people- differences be-

tween men and women. 

Examine causes and results of great 

events and the impact on people. 

Compare an aspect of life with the 

same aspect in another period. 

Find out about beliefs, behaviour 

and characteristics of people, recog-

nising that not everyone shared the 

same views and feelings. 

In
terp

retatio
n

s o
f h

isto
ry 

Use stories to encourage children 

to distinguish between fact and 

fiction. 

Compare pictures or photographs 

of people and events from the 

past. 

Use stories to encourage children 

to distinguish between fact and 

fiction. 

Compare two versions of the 

past. 

Compare adults talking about the 

past – how reliable are memories. 

Identify and give reasons for 

different ways in which the past is 

represented. Distinguish between 

different sources – compare 

different versions of the same 

story. Look at representations of 

the period e.g. museum, cartoons 

etc. 

Identify and give reasons for 

different ways in which the past is 

represented. 

Look at evidence that is available. 

Begin to evaluate the usefulness 

of different sources. 

Offer some reasons for different 

versions of events. 

Link sources and work out how 

conclusions are arrived at.  

Be aware that different evidence 

will lead to different conclusions. 

Compare accounts of events from 

different sources. 

Consider ways of checking the accu-

racy of interpretations – fact or 

fiction and opinion. 

Confidently research topics, inde-

pendently. 



Curriculum Map:  History Dent Church of England Primary School 

Strands KS1 LOWER KEY STAGE 2 UPPER KEY STAGE 2 

  Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

H
isto

rical en
q

u
iry 

Distinguish between old and new.  
Develop vocabulary related to 
type of ‘source’ and evidence. 
Use questioning – why, what, 
who, how, where? 
Time line of events. 

Sort artefacts ‘then’ and ‘now’. 
Sequence collections from differ-
ent periods – similarities and 
differences. 
Use a source – handle, question, 
observe, sketch. 
Use questioning – why, what, 
who, how, where. 
Time line of events. 

Use a range of sources to find out 
about a period. 
Observe small details – artefacts 
and pictures. 
Select and record information 
relevant to the study. 
Begin to use the library, Internet 
for research. 
Ask a variety of questions to 
further their own understanding. 

Use the library and Internet for 
research.  
Use evidence to build up a picture 
of a past event.  
Choose relevant material to pre-
sent a picture of one aspect of life 
in past times.  
Ask a variety of questions when 
offered an explanation. 

Begin to use primary and second-
ary sources. 
Select relevant information.  
Use a range of sources to find out 
about aspects of past times. 
Bring together knowledge gath-
ered from several sources in a 
fluent manner. 

Use evidence to build up a picture of 
life in time studied. 
Recognise primary and secondary 
sources. 
Use a range of sources to find out 
about aspects of past times. 
Suggest omissions and the means of 
finding these out. 

O
rgan

isati
o

n
 an

d
 co

m
m

u
n

icati
o

n
 –

 
P

resen
ti

n
g h

isto
rical kn

o
w

led
ge

 

Discussion 
Pictures drawn by the children 
Drama/Role Play 
Models 
Writing 
Time lines 

Annotated photographs 
Drama/Role play 
Models 
Writing 
Time lines 
Class interactive / working display 

Communicate knowledge and 
understanding in a variety of 
ways, discussions, pictures, 
writing, annotations, drama and 
models. 
Know the period in which the 
study is set. 
Display findings in variety of 
ways. 

Communicate knowledge and 
understanding in a variety of 
ways – discussions, pictures, 
writing, annotations, drama and 
models. 
Select data and organise it to 
answer historical questions. 
Work independently and in 
groups. 

Fit events into a display sorted by 
topic and time. 
Use appropriate terms, matching 
dates to people and events. 
Record and communicate 
knowledge in different forms. 
Use a variety of ways to com-
municate knowledge and under-
standing including extended 
writing. 

Work independently and in groups 
showing initiative. 
Plan and carry out individual investi-
gations. 
Decide how best to present their 
knowledge and communicate this to 
an audience. 

IC
T 

Use of television, Internet, Ipads 
to explore historical issues. 
Use of interactive whiteboard to 
model finding out and locating 
information. 
Begin to present their work to 
peers. 

Use of television, Internet, Ipads 
to explore historical issues.  
Use of interactive whiteboard to 
model finding out and locating 
information. 
Begin to present their work and 
appreciate the value of ICT to 
enhance and refine its quality. 

Across Key stage 2: 
Find out information from a variety of sources, selecting and synthesising the information to meet their needs and develop an ability to question 
accuracy, bias and plausibility. 
Develop their ideas using ICT tools to amend and refine work and enhance its quality and accuracy. 
Exchange and share information, both directly and through electronic media. 
Review, modify and evaluate work, reflecting critically on its quality as it progresses.  



History in EYFS 

In our mixed-age setting, EYFS children have access to the same displays and materials for teaching as KS1 children, which gives them the opportunity to   

engage with challenging and exciting ideas and information around History if they are interested in this. Continuous provision will include opportunities,  

during the Reception year, for pupils to notice and investigate changes over time and to think about the past and the present. Adult-led activities will give 

EYFS pupils the opportunity to explore changes of time and thing about the present and the past. These will strike a balance between drawing on pupils’ own 

experiences & knowledge of the world, and seeking to expose pupils to a diverse range of characters and worldviews. Adults will model language and         

vocabulary that helps pupils to understand and talk about the difference between the past and the present.  

Vocabulary Progression 

Year 1 & 2  

chronological order  era/period   significant  important  impact  opinion  artefact  experts  evidence  research  investigate 

year    decade  century  ancient  modern  long ago  timeline  date   order   similar  different  because  important    

living memory  remembers   toys  materials  mechanical   inventions   homes  houses  grandparents’ time  

the older generation  memories   drawing  photograph   camera  detective  opinion  artefact  historian chronology 

EYFS 

today  yesterday   tomorrow   the present  the past   the future   day  week  month  year   long ago  old  

new  recent  parent  grand parent  great grand parent  clue  memory  lifetime  calendar  Who?  What?  materials  



Vocabulary Progression 

Year 5 & 6 

A.D (Anno Domini)  anachronism  Ancient Greece   archaeologist  archaeology  B.C (Before Christ)   B.C.E (Before the Common Era)   

C.E (The Common Era)  cause/s  Celts  change  chronological order  consequences  continuity   could have been…   different experiences  

effects  era/period  execution  extent of change…  extent of continuity…  eye witness   heir  however  impact  impression  infer  Iron Age  

Islamic Golden Age  legacy  may be  Middle Ages  might have been…  millennium   monarchy   my conclusion is that….  

Historian  nation  on one hand  primary evidence   reliable  secondary evidence  significance   Stone Age  suggest    

The Ancient Egyptians  The Ancient Greeks  The Dark Ages  The Saxons   The Vikings    this source doesn’t show that…   

this source suggests that…   to weigh up both sides   turning point   culture  stereotype  diversity  traditional view  attitudes  variety of sources   

I can infer that…  impression   the source omits to mention…   the purpose ….  reliability   propaganda   one sided   biased   

motive  

 

Year 3 & 4  

anachronism   chronological order   era/period   B.C.E (Before the Common Era)   C.E (The Common Era)   B.C (Before Christ)    

A.D (Anno Domini)  millennium   thousands of years   Stone Age   Iron Age   Celts   Neolithic   Bronze Age   

hunter-gatherer  religion  spirits   Stonehenge   hill forts  sacrifice  Britons  nomad/nomadic  Boudicca  Romans  invasion   

Civilization  Emperor  Caesar  republic  empire  army/soldiers  resistance  conquest  revolt  gods/goddesses  invention  archaeologist   

archaeology  Sources  importance/significance  legacy   impact  effects  reason  change  continuity  this suggests…  perhaps   

could be  first hand evidence second hand evidence  myths and legends  oral history  museum  anachronism   chronological order     

Ancient Greece  The Ancient Greeks  The Saxons  The Vikings   The Dark Ages Middle Ages  settlers  migration   kingdoms  settlements  conversion   

Christianity  reputation  raids  resistance   achievements  democracy  infer  suggest  My conclusion is that….   


